
SoCal	OTMX	Club	Meeting	Minutes	
February	4,	2019,	20	

	The	February	4th	meeting	(held	at	Lamppost	Pizza,	Yorba	Linda)	was	called	 to	
order	 by	 President	 Mark	 Moore	 at	 7:09	 pm.	 All	 Board	 members	 were	 in	
attendance:	 President	 Mark	 Moore,	 VP	 Ed	 Vitelli,	 Race	 Director	 Don	 Meiner,	
Treasurer	 Eddie	 Johnson,	 and	 temporary	 fill-in	 Secretary	 Rich	 Stuelke.	 Also	 in	
attendance	 was	 the	 current	 International	 Rep	 Rich	 Kastner.	 There	 were	 also	
thirteen	 club	 members	 and	 two	 guests	 in	 attendance.	 Preceding	 President	
Moore’s	call	to	order,	three	delicious	pizzas	were	consumed	by	the	throng.	Three	
additional	 pizza	 pies	 were	 brought	 forth	 by	 the	 crack	 Lamppost	 crew	 as	 the	
meeting	commenced.	

President	Moore’s	comments	included	a	general	welcome	to	all	in	attendance.	He	
then	commented	on	the	exquisite	banquet	held	on	the	26th,	noting	outstanding	
attendance,	a	 fantastic	raffle,	and	a	great	time	for	all.	He	noted	the	excess	raffle	
items	will	 be	 given	 away	 both	 at	 the	 SoCal	 International	 as	well	 as	 at	 selected	
calendared	race	 events.	The	Club,	he	noted,	gives	back	 to	 its	members!	He	also	
commented	 on	 the	 research	 and	 progress	 of	 acquiring	 the	 club’s	 scoring	
transponder	system.	Consideration	is	being	given	to	a	new	system	as	well	as	the	
possible	 purchase	 of	 a	 used	 system	 from	 a	 mid-west	 club	 who	 is	 disbanding.	
Member	comments	ensued	covering	cost,	suitability,	reliability,	and	registration	
of	 used	 versus	 new	 systems.	 President	 Moore	 noted	 all	 the	 responses	 and	
assured	 everyone	 the	Board	will	 consider	 all	 options	 and	decide	upon	 the	best	
options	for	the	Club.		

President	Moore	also	commented	on	the	very	recent	news	of	the	pending	demise	
of	 the	 TransWorld	Motocross	 dynasty	 (the	website,	 the	 printed	magazine,	 and	
the	race	series).	The	hope	is	that	the	TransWorld	crew	will	be	able	to	find	some	
way	to	continue,	although	at	this	time	the	options	seem	to	be	limited.		

The	 next	 SoCal	 race	 will	 be	 Sunday,	 Feb	 10th,	 weather	 and	 track	 conditions	
permitting.	 The	Prez	 suggested	 everyone	keep	 an	 eye	 on	 the	new	 club	website	
for	late	race	information.	Member	Drew	Imitti	suggested	the	club	look	into	“Meet	
Up,”	a	chain	phone	system	that	can	send	actual	phone	messages	to	get	word	out	
to	the	club	members	regarding	last-minute	race	cancellations	or	other	important	
information.		

The	 Prez	 also	 encouraged	 members	 to	 attend	 the	 Arizona	 Chapter’s	 race	 on	
March	9th	(not	an	IOTMX	race,	but	a	local	race	for	the	Arizona	Chapter).	It	would	
present	 a	 great	 opportunity	 to	 practice	 on	 the	 track	 where	 the	 Arizona	



International	 will	 be	 held.	 Discussions	 commenced	 on	 great	 opportunities	 for	
overnight	accommodations,	 travel	companions	and	race-transportation	pooling,	
as	well	as	the	perks	of	attending	IOTMX	events	under	the	SoCal	banner.	The	Prez	
then	turned	the	floor	over	to	VP	Vitelli.	

Vice	 President	 Vitelli	 first	 inquired	 about	 the	 club	 secretary’s	 vacancy.	 He	
encouraged	 anyone	 interested	 to	 let	 it	 be	 known.	 Club	 member	 Steve	 Willis	
indicated	he	was	 thinking	 about	 it.	 VP	Vitelli	 then	 reminded	 everyone	 that	 the	
new	club	website	 is	up	and	running.	 It	 is	particularly	effective	when	viewed	on	
smartphones	 and	 tablets	 as	well	 as	 computers.	Member,	 and	 former	Treasurer	
Smilin’	 Bob	 Walpert	 encouraged	 the	 membership	 to	 give	 kudos	 to	 Ed	 for	 his	
work	on	the	new	website.	The	members	 in	attendance	gave	Ed	a	rousing	round	
of	 applause.	 VP	 Vitelli	 indicated	 that	website	work	 is	 continuing	 on	 the	 future	
linking	news	events	on	the	website	to	facebook	postings.	VP	Vitelli	also	thanked	
all	the	organizers	of	the	SoCal	Banquet	for	a	great	job!	The	floor	was	then	turned	
over	to	the	club	Race	Director,	Don	Meiner.	

RD	Don	began	by	announcing	all	unclaimed	top	20	jackets	were	available	at	this	
meeting,	and	would	also	be	at	 the	next	club	event	 (Feb	10th	at	Glen	Helen).	He	
then	 proclaimed	 that	 there	 would	 not	 be	 age	 dropdown	 to	 lower	 riding	
classifications	 (a	 decision	 that	 reversed	 the	 decision	 made	 at	 the	 January	
meeting).	 All	 members	 will	 be	 expected	 to	 run	 in	 their	 appropriate	 age	 class!	
This	 was	 after	 much	 thought	 and	 actual	 polling	 of	 40	 novice	 riders	 (some	 50	
intermediate	 riders	 wanted	 to	 ride	 in	 the	 40	 novice	 class).	 RD	 Don	 also	
commented	on	 the	club’s	 two	new	generators,	as	well	as	 the	possibility	of	new	
graphics	 for	 the	 club	 trailer.	 The	 floor	 then	 moved	 on	 to	 the	 new	 Treasurer,	
Eddie	Johnson.	

Treasurer	 Johnson	 reported	 the	 banquet	 costs	 totaled	 $8,500.	 This	 was	 all	
inclusive	(room,	meal,	raffle	prizes,	awards).	The	SRA	GP	on	January	27th	netted	
a	 profit	 of	 $822.	 The	 club	 continues	 to	 do	 quite	 well	 with	 assets	 in	 excess	 of	
$31,000.	The	membership	acknowledged	the	great	treasurer’s	job	completed	by	
Bob	Walpert	over	the	past	few	years.	Bob	also	received	significant	applause.	Bob	
indicated	he	would	continue	to	be	available	as	a	consultant	to	Treasurer	Johnson	
and	the	club.	

Rich	 Kastner,	 the	 renowned	 International	 Rep,	 indicated	 there	 was	 no	 “new	
chatter”	 on	 the	 International	 scene.	 The	 opener	 for	 the	 IOTMX	 series	 will	 be	
March	3-4	in	Arizona.	It	was	noted	that	former	member	and	#1	plate	holder	Ron	
Ryer	 may	 be	 in	 attendance	 at	 the	 Arizona	 race	 to	 hang	 out	 with	 all	 his	 SoCal	
friends.	RK	indicated	International	Membership	Cards	are	available.	He	will	have	
them	at	our	SoCal	events	as	well	as	at	the	International	events.	If	he	is	unable	to	



attend,	 he	will	 be	 sure	 cards	 are	 on	 site	with	 one	of	 our	 SoCal	members	 at	 the	
track.	He	is	planning	on	being	at	the	Arizona	event.	

The	 floor	 was	 opened	 for	 comments	 and	 suggestions.	 John	 Craft	 indicated	
former	 member	 Joe	 Redd	 sends	 greetings	 to	 all	 his	 old	 Socal	 friends.	 Joe	 is	
presently	 residing	 in	 Idaho	 to	 be	 closer	 to	 his	 family	 and	 grandkids!	 He	 is	 not	
presently	 riding	 moto,	 but	 has	 gotten	 involved	 in	 the	 automobile	 drag	 racing	
scene.	 Additional	 comments	 were	 made	 regarding	 ride	 sharing	 to	 the	
International	events	 (advantages	 include	 cost	 sharing,	 camaraderie,	 the	 famous	
SoCal	 Friday	 pot-luck	 dinner,	 the	 host	 club	 raffles	 and	 Saturday	 night	 dinner).	
Discussion	was	 also	held	 concerning	places	 to	 stay	during	 the	 Internationals	 if	
you	 are	 not	 camping	 at	 the	 track.	 Wickenberg,	 Quartezite	 and	 Buckeye	 were	
mentioned	by	name.		

Guest	 Heather	 M.	 spoke	 briefly	 on	 the	 progress	 of	 the	 WMX	 event	 held	 in	
conjunction	with	 our	 Socal	 International.	 She	 indicated	 a	 significant	 number	of	
women	will	 be	 coming	 from	 all	 over	 the	 nation	 and	 Canada.	 She	 is	 looking	 for	
motorcycles	 for	 these	 ladies	 to	 race.	 If	 any	members	 have	machines	 that	 they	
would	be	willing	to	offer	for	rides,	please	contact	her.	

RD	Don	 commented	 that	 he	 has	 received	 a	 new	 shipment	 of	 trophies,	 and	will	
have	 them	 at	 the	 next	 event.	 He	 will	 have	 plenty	 in	 order	 to	 distribute	 the	
awards	from	the	January	GP	as	well	as	the	event	of	that	day.		

VP	Eddie	again	voiced	appreciation	to	Bob	Walpert	for	his	service.		

Barry	 “the	 Simonizer”	 motioned	 to	 adjourn	 the	 meeting.	 His	 motion	 was	
seconded	by	John	“Crafty”	Craft.	President	Moore	adjourned	the	meeting	at	7:42	
pm.	A	 goodly	 amount	 of	 bench	 racing	 and	 various	 gossip	 followed	 the	meeting	
until	the	rains	subsided,	and	everyone	caught	their	rides	home.	

Respectfully	submitted	by	Rich	Stuelke,	temporary	Secretary.	
 


